Chronic hepatitis C and screening for hepatocellular carcinoma.
It is now at least theoretically possible to prevent patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) from dying of HCC. Screening identifies small potentially curable lesions, and the diagnostic algorithm allows for efficient investigation and diagnosis. Radiofrequency ablation completely ablates more than 05% of lesions smaller than 2 cm. Second primary cancers can be dealt with in the same manner as the initial primary. If the management of HCC is so efficient and effective, liver transplantation may come to be used as a last resort, rather than the treatment of choice. This benefits patients with hepatitis C and other liver diseases because more organs become available for treatment of other liver diseases.